
 
  



DR. M. ARUMAIRAJ ENDOWMENT LECTURE 

Report 

 

The History Association organized Dr. M. Arumairaj Endowment Lecture on 25th August, 

2022.  Dr. T. Asokan, Associate Professor and Head, Department of History, Bharathidasan 

University, Tiruchirappalli delivered the Endowment Lecture on “Pluralism in Contemporary 

India”. 

Pluralism is an essential feature of Indian society, and it has been present for centuries. Dr. T 

ASOKAN, an Associate Professor and Head, department of History, Bharathidasan University has 

extensively researched THE HISTORICAL SKETCH OF PLURALISM IN INDIA  .Dr. 

T.Asokan argues that pluralism has been present in India since ancient times. The Rig Veda, one 

of the oldest Hindu texts, speaks of the diversity of gods and goddesses worshipped by the people 

of that time. It also mentions the existence of different castes and occupations, which further 

highlights the diversity of Indian society. Under Emperor Ashoka was a time of religious tolerance 

and pluralism. Ashoka promoted the idea of religious co-existence and discouraged the persecution 

of other religions. He even sent missionaries to spread Buddhism beyond the Indian 

subcontinent.The Mughal Empire was also a time of religious pluralism in India. The Mughal 

emperors allowed Hindus to practice their religion freely, and some even patronized Hindu 

temples. Akbar, one of the most famous Mughal emperors, established a new religion called Din-

i-Ilahi, which attempted to combine the best aspects of different religions.The British colonial 

period, was marked by religious divide and communal tensions. The British introduced the policy 

of divide and rule, which pitted Hindus against Muslims. However, the Indian freedom struggle 

led by Mahatma Gandhi and other nationalist leaders emphasized the importance of religious 

harmony and unity in diversity. The Indian Constitution, adopted in 1950, guarantees religious 

freedom and prohibits discrimination on the basis of religion.Dr. T.Asokan argues that India’s 

pluralistic society is evident in its cultural, linguistic, and religious diversity. There are more than 

1,600 languages spoken in India, and the country is home to people of various religions, including 

Hinduism, Islam, Christianity, Sikhism, Buddhism, Jainism, and Zoroastrianism. The government 

recognizes these different religions and has even established separate personal laws for each 

community. 

In conclusion, Dr. T.Asokan’s research on the historical sketch of pluralism in India highlights the 

fact that India has been a pluralistic society for centuries. While there have been periods of 

religious tension and divide, the overall trend hasbeen towards religious co-existence and 

tolerance. India’s diversity is a source of strength, and it is important to preserve and celebrate it. 
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Report on Lecture held on 27.01.2023 

On the 27th of January, 2023, the Department of History at St. Joseph’s College in 

Tiruchirapalli organized a lecture session by Dr. Jeevanandam, an Assistant Professor from 

Sikkim University, as a resource person. The lecture was focused on the topic of “Historical 

Perspectives” and was well-attended by both students and faculty members. 

Dr. J. Santhosh Kumar, the Department Head of History at St. Joseph’s College, 

introduced Dr. Jeevanandam to the audience. Dr. J. Santhosh Kumar spoke about Dr. 

Jeevanandam’s impressive academic credentials. 

The lecture was titled “Historical Perspectives: Challenges and Opportunities”. He 

began by providing an overview of the importance of historical perspectives in understanding 

the present and shaping the future. Dr. Jeevanandam then discussed the challenges faced by 

historians in accessing and interpreting historical sources, including biases and limitations of 

the sources themselves. 

One of the most notable aspects of Dr. Jeevanandam’s lecture was his emphasis on the 

role of historical perspectives in shaping social and political narratives. He discussed the ways 

in which historical narratives can be manipulated and used for different purposes, and how 

historians must be aware of these possibilities in their work. 

Throughout his lecture, Dr. Jeevanandam engaged with the audience through questions 

and discussions, encouraging students to share their own thoughts and perspectives. His 

teaching style was engaging and approachable, making the lecture informative and thought-

provoking for everyone in attendance. 

In conclusion, Dr. Jeevanandam’s lecture session was a valuable contribution to the 

Department of History’s ongoing efforts to promote historical understanding and engagement 

among students and faculty. His expertise in the field of history, combined with his passion for 

teaching, made for a memorable and insightful experience for all those who attended at St. 

Joseph’s College in Tiruchirapalli. 
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Interaction with Dr. Jevanandham on 

Historical Perspectives 
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One Day Seminar on 

Reconstruction of Tamil Nadu History through Archaeological Evidences at Keezhadi 

REPORT 

The Department of History organized an One Day seminar on Reconstruction 

of Tamil Nadu History Through Archaeological Excavations At Keezhadi 

on 14th March, 2023. The seminar started at 9.40 am with Prayer dance by the 

Department Dance Group followed by Thamizhthai Vazhthu. Dr. J. Santhosh 

Kumar, Head of the Department welcomed the gathering and he briefly 

explained the theme and importance of the seminar. Inaugural Address was 

given by, Rev. Dr. M Arockiasamy Xavier, SJ, Principal who conveyed the 

information through his experience and made us understand the importance of 

the historical region, Tamil Nadu.  

The resource person for the first session, Prof. I. Soosai was introduced by Dr. 

K. Lingammal, Assistant Professor of History. The first Academic Session was 

on the topic, “A Glimpse of Literary Sources that led to Keezhadi 

Excavation” and started at 10.00 am. The resource person threw light on the 

earlier misinterpreted ideas related to historical perception. He suggested us to 

read the proper historical works and he suggested Mayilai Srinivasan, Naa. Si. 

Kandhaiya Pillai’s works. He mentioned the presence of the word “Yavanas” in 

the ancient literature and he safeguarded the forts and showcased through words 

the relation that the ancient people had with them. He electrified the students 

with the word “Dravida India” which led them to a completely different thought 

process. He also said about the seal that was imprinted on the products while 

exporting from Madurai to Korkai. He highlighted the written evidence, 

Silapathikaram in which the words related to various ornaments were written 

and he also explained the importance of Madurai Kaanji, Nedunalvaadai and 



Kalladam which explains in detail the context of Madurai region in the ancient 

days and through these literary sources one can understand the civilized form of 

living that existed around the Madurai region. Through his explanation of the 

word “Puracheri”, one comes to know that the people also lived in the outer 

areas and that eventually led the historians to excavate Keezhadi. He also 

mentioned about the rock paintings which dates back to 30,000 years which 

made us accept the presence of habitation long back in and around the Tamil 

Region. His explanation about the transition of folk literature into classical 

literature changed our perspective and he also gave us the information about 

Suduman Veedugal and he added that this concept was mentioned in Madurai 

Kaanji and Nedunalvaadai. He also said about Ed Gover’s Collection of South 

Indian Folk Songs and also mentioned the contribution of European Scholars to 

South Indian History. The session ended at 11.00 am and it enriched the 

audience with abundant information. The next fifteen minutes was allotted for 

interaction and the students asked constructive questions which made us know 

some extra information than the discussed topic. After a break,  

The second academic session started at 11.50 am and the resource person  

Dr. V. Vedachalam, Senior Archaeologist was introduced by Dr. M. Britto 

Stalin, Assistant Professor of History. The topic of the second session was 

“Panoramic View of Keezhadi Excavational Evidences”. First the resource 

person shared his experience in the field of archeology and displayed the 

pictures through a power point presentation he excavated at Keezhadi and gave 

us detailed information about the objects. Why Keezhadi became very famous 

when compared to other sites is the question that made all the archaeologist and 

historians wonder. He shared that the Keezhadi excavation has more structures 

made out of bricks compared to other excavated sites. The archaeologists 

allowed the media to know about the excavation process that was going on at 

Keezhadi and that was the main reason for its reach all over the world and the 



session ended at 1.00 pm and the next fifteen minutes was allotted for 

interaction and the students threw questions to know more about it.  

The third session of the day began at 2.pm. Professor. T. Beatinal Amalorpava 

Mary introduced the resource person Dr. C. Thomas, Former Head and 

associate professor, Thanthai Periyar Government Arts and Science College. 

The topic of the third session was based on “The Historical Reconstruction of 

the Tamil Nadu corroborating the excavation Evidences of Keezhadi”. At 

the very first of his speech, he highlighted the scope of excavating historical 

spots in Tamil Nadu after excavating so many spots in India especially in the 

northern part of India. He said that the historical spots of Kodumanal and  

Porunthal in Tamil Nadu were very much appreciated for its scientific theories 

and mathematical concepts. Brahmi letters were the first one which emerged in 

this region. Other languages such as Sanskrit and Prakrit were borrowed from 

the language of Brahmi. Sanskrit and Prakrit were not well appreciated and 

written by the people. He also quoted the statement of V. A. Smith, "Indian 

History should be written from the river Thamirabarani which is located in the 

southern part of Tamil Nadu. He said that Indus Valley Civilization had an 

effect on only particular region where as the culture in Tamil Nadu has a vast 

effect in terms of education and culture which is about 800 BC to 300 AD. 

Some Indian Historians who demanded the evidence to prove the ancient 

culture in Tamil Nadu should refer the Sangam Literature which has more 

information about the culture. Nowadays, all the Sangam literary sources are 

proved that they are not myth no more as the new excavations are emerging 

around the Tamil Nadu. He also stated that the languages such as Sanskrit, 

Prakriti and were translated and written in the pots. All the people had the 

capacity of listening and writing. Thus it proved that they had no partial in 

education. Then he started highlighted some important points about the 

excavation site Keezhadi. "There is no sign of caste system and also there is no 

segregation in education. This is a custom that prevailed strongly in the society. 



There was a sign of habitation of foreigners in and around Madurai. People 

were involved in agriculture and international trade with foreigners. So many 

foreign artifacts were excavated. Keezhadi is an industrial and urban center. 

Madurai was famous for weaving center. Many weavers lived the surroundings 

of Madurai. Chemicals for colouring the clothes were found and used it 

efficiently in colouring the cloths and pots. Arrow, trap and catapult were the 

weapons of the people. The Tamil literatures Perumppanattrupadai and 

Sirumppanattrupadai provide more information about how the economic 

conditions of the great kings of Cheras, Cholas and Pandiyas became weaker by 

having continues war among them. Water management was one of the best 

things that are being excavated in the Keezhadi spot. Excavation of well was 

appreciable. There were usage of ornaments prevailed among the people. 

Ornaments found in the Kodumanal were the finest ornaments. The secular 

concept was prevailed in the society. There prevailed worship of god Perumal 

which was mentioned in the literature Kalithogai".  The next fifteen minutes 

was allotted for interaction. The session ended at 3.15 pm. Then, they screened 

the documentaries on "Pluralism in India". The program was followed by 

valedictory function. Rev. Dr. K. Amal, Secretary was the Chief Guest. He 

shared about his change of view towards history by sharing his own experience. 

Then there was prize distribution for documentaries. Mr. Kamal and team of I 

B.A. History got the first prize and the second prize was won by two teams, Ms. 

Anya Daffodil and her team of III BA History and Mr. Sivakathir and his team 

of III BA History. Dr. S. Manikandan, Assistant professor of History proposed 

the vote of thanks. The seminar came to an end at 4.15 pm. 
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VALEDICTION OF HISTORY ASSOCIATION 

 

  REPORT  

 

 The History Association organized VALEDICTION OF HISTORY ASSOCIATION on 28th 

March, 2023 was delivered by  Dr. M.Durairajan , Librarian , Aruppe Library  Associate 

Professor ,St. Joseph’s College , Tiruchirappalli. On: ARUPPE LIBRARY: A TRESURE 

HOUSE OF KNOWLEDGE: 

       The chief gust explained the importance of library for the history students.   Library was 

established with 9000 volumes of books in 1909. Now the collection of books has risen to 162002 

and 135 Journals and magazines. Library was functioning at Lawley Hall block till 1963.In 1963 

Centenary Library building was declared open by Mgr. Knox, Papal Nuncio that building has been 

transformed into the Administrative and MCA Block today. In the year 1964, Book Bank Section 

of the library was established. Library Automation was started in 1995 and Bar Code Technology 

was introduced in the year 2000.On 7th August 2006, Web PAC Online Search facility was 

launched. On 12th December 2008, the Mega Arrupe Digital library was inaugurated. Rev. Dr. S. 

Lazar SJ Endowment was initiated, and Seminars are organized from the year 2010.Digital Library 

of the library was launched in 2014 and RFID Technology was introduced in the year 2016 
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                                       REV. FR. SUSAI ENDOWMENT LECTURE 

Report  

 

The History Association organized Rev. Fr. Susai Endowment Lecture on 21st March, 2023. The 

Endowment Lecture was delivered by Dr. R.Ramachandran, Adocate – Madras High Court, 

Social Activist – Director of PEARL Trust, Tiruchirappall on “Working of Human Rights in 

Current Scenario” 

 

The resource person explaine some  specific reasons for violation of Human rights at present  

society .  Everyone needs access to medicine, food and water, clothes, and shelter. By including 

these in a person’s basic human rights, everyone has a baseline level of dignity. Unfortunately, 

there are still millions of people out there who don’t have these necessities, but saying it’s a matter 

of human rights allows activists and others to work towards getting those for everyone. Human 

rights protect vulnerable groups from abuseThe Declaration of Human Rights was created largely 

because of the Holocaust and the horrors of WII. During that time in history, the most vulnerable 

in society were targeted along with the Jewish population, including those with disabilities and 

LGBT. Organizations concerned with human rights focus on members of society most vulnerable 

to abuse from powerholders, instead of ignoring them.Human rights allow people to stand up to 

societal corruption. 

The concept of human rights allows people to speak up when they experience abuse and corruption. 

This is why specific rights like the right to assemble are so crucial because no society is perfect. 

The concept of human rights empowers people and tells them that they deserve dignity from 

society, whether it’s the government or their work environment. When they don’t receive it, they 

can stand up. Human rights encourage freedom of speech and expressionWhile similar to what 

you just read above, being able to speak freely without fear of brutal reprisal is more expansive. It 

encompasses ideas and forms of expression that not everybody will like or agree with, but no one 

should ever feel like they are going to be in danger from their government because of what they 

think. It goes both ways, too, and protects people who want to debate or argue with certain ideas 

expressed in their society.Human rights give people the freedom to practice their religion-

Religious violence and oppression occur over and over again all across history, from the Crusades 

to the Holocaust to modern terrorism in the name of religion. Human right acknowledges the 

importance of a person’s religion and spiritual beliefs, and lets them practice in peace. The freedom 

to not hold to a religion is also a human right. 
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https://www.humanrightscareers.com/magazine/international-human-rights-organizations/
https://www.humanrightscareers.com/magazine/courses-freedom-of-expression/
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